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The SARS-CoV-2 main proteinase (Mpro), also called 
3-Chymotrypsin like protease (3CLpro ), is a cysteine
protease that plays a key role in proteolytic processing
of viral polyproteins, making it an  essential protein
for viral replication and function. Protease inhibitors
such lopinavir/ritonavir (LPV/r), that block the cleavage
function of 3CLpro can be expected to inhibit virus repli-
cation, making this enzyme one of the most attractive
targets for treatment of COVID-19. Signalchem’s
2019-nCoV 3CLpro was expressed in E. coli cells with
an N-terminal His tag and is an ideal candidate to inves-
tigate drug candidates against the COVID-19 pandemic.
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