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2019-nCoV papain-like protease (PLpro), is a virally 
encoded cysteine protease that acts on three cleavage 
sites of the viral polyprotein to release mature 
non-structural proteins (nsp) 1, 2 and 3, a process that 
is essential for viral replication. Several SARS-CoV-2 
targeting PLpro inhibitors such as  Mycophenolic acid, 
Grazoprevir, Chloroquine are under investigation and 
can be expected to inhibit virus replication, making 
this enzyme one of the most attractive targets for 
treatment of COVID-19. SignalChem’s 2019-nCoV PLpro 
was expressed in E.coli cells with an N-terminal His tag 
and is an ideal candidate to develop effective antivirals 
against SARS-CoV-2.
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